
Year Curriculum Map – Year 5 

 Autumn 1 

The Ancient Egyptians 

Autumn 2 

The Ancient 

Mayans 

Spring 1 

Rivers 

Spring 2 

Brazil 

Summer 1 

The USA 

Summer 2 

Early Islamic Society 

P4C Theme: Secrets and Trust 
Knowledge and the 

unknown 
Survival   Journeys Identify and belonging Free will/right and wrong 

Literacy 

 
8.5 hours a 
week 

Core Texts Secrets of A Sun King 
 

 

Contact 
 

 

Journey to The River Sea 
 

Animation Unit: Ride of Passage 
 
 

                                      

The Boy at the Back of The 
Class 

 

 

The Boy In The Tower 
 

 

Writing 
 

Fiction: Narrative – Historical. 
Poetry. 

 
Non-Fiction: Non-

Chronological Reports (The 
Egyptians). 

Fiction: Narrative –
Adventure, Thriller. 

 
Non-Fiction: 

Biographies  

Fiction: Diaries and First Person Storytelling. 
Narrative – Adventure stories. 

 
Non-Fiction: Persuasive Letters 

(Deforestation), Explanation 
(Rainforests/tribes). 

Fiction: Narrative – First 
person. 
 

Non-Fiction: Persuasive 
Speech.  

Fiction: Narrative –
Adventure, Thriller. 

 
Non-Fiction: Newspaper 

Report 
 

Grammar Converting nouns/adjectives 

into verbs using suffixes. 
Verb prefixes. 

Relative clauses (with 

and without relative 
pronouns). 

Commas to avoid 
ambiguity. 

Indicating degrees 

of possibility using 
adverbs and 

modal verbs.  

Parenthesis 

Punctuation – 
brackets, commas 

and dashes.  

Build cohesion using 

adverbials (time, place, 
number) and using tenses 

(including past 
progressive).  

Review all grammar. 

Handwriting Nelson: See Progression 

 

 

Nelson: See 

Progression 

 

 

Nelson: See 

Progression 

 

 

Nelson: See 

Progression 

 

 

Nelson: See Progression 

 

 

Nelson: See Progression 

 

 

Spelling Words with silent b. 

Words that contain the letter 
string –ough. 

Words ending in –ible and –
able. 

Words ending in 

silent letter t. 
Words ending in –ibly 

and –ably. 
Homophones. 

Words ending in –

ent and –ence. 
The ee sound spelt 

ei.  
Homophones. 

Words ending in –

ant, -ance and –
ancy.  

Words ending in shus 
spelt –cious and –

tious.  

Words ending in shul spelt 

–cial and –tial. 
 

Review all spelling.  



Reading • Apply their growing knowledge of root words, prefixes and suffixes, both to read aloud and to understand the meaning of new words they meet. 

• maintain positive attitudes to reading by: continuing to read and discuss a wide range of texts, reading books structured in different ways and for different 
purposes, increasing familiarity with texts including from other cultures and traditions, recommending books to peers with reasons, identifying themes and 
conventions in and across writing, making comparisons, learning poetry by heart, preparing poems to read aloud and perform with intonation. 

• understand what they read: checking the text makes sense, discussing understanding and meaning of words; asking questions; drawing inferences (characters’ 

feelings, thoughts and motives from actions) and justifying with evidence; predicting from details stated and implied; summarise main ideas from more than one 
paragraph; identifying how language, structure, and presentation give meaning.  

• Discuss and evaluate how authors use language, including figurative language, considering impact on reader. 

• Distinguish between statements of fact and opinions. 

• Retrieve, record and present information from non-fiction. 

• Participate in discussion about both books that are read to them and they can read for themselves, taking turns and listening to what others say. 

• Explain and discuss their understanding of what they have read, including through formal presentations and debates. 

• Provide reasoned justifications for their views. 

Mathematics 

 
 

Number: Place Value 
Number: Addition and 

Subtraction 
Statistics 

 

Number: 
Multiplication and 

Division 
Measurement: 

Perimeter and Area 

Number: 
Multiplication and 

Division 
Number: Fractions 

 

 

Number: Decimals 
and Percentages 

Consolidation  

Number: Decimals. 
Geometry: Properties of 

Shape 
Geometry: Position and 

Direction 

 

Measurement: 
Converting Units 

Measurement: Volume 

Science 

 

 

Material World 

How are new materials and 

elements formed? 
 

- Compare and group 
together materials on their 

properties. 
- Understand dissolving and 

describe how to recover a 
substance from a solution. 

- Separate mixtures through 
filtering, sieving and 

evaporating 
- Gives reasons and 

evidence for uses of 
materials. 

- Demonstrate reversible 
changes. 

- Explain that some changes 
are irreversible and result in 

the new materials forming.  

Earth and Space 

What is our place 

within the universe? 
 

- Describe the 
movement of the 

Earth and planets 
relative to the sun.  

- Describe the 
movement of the 

Moon relative to the 
Earth. 

- Describe the Sun, 
Earth and moon as 

spherical bodies. 
- Use the idea of the 

Earth’s rotation to 
explain day and 

night and apparent 
movement of the sun 

across the sky. 
 

Circle of Life 

What if there were 

no bumblebees in 

the world? 
 

- Describe the 
differences in the 

life cycles of a 
mammal, an 

amphibian, an 
insect and a bird. 

- Describe the life 
process of 

reproduction in 
some plants and 

animals. 

Get Moving: Forces 

Can we measure 

energy? 

 
- Explain that objects 

fall because of the 
force of gravity. 

- Identify the effects 
of air resistance, 

water resistance and 
friction. 

- Recognise that 
some mechanisms 

(levers, pulleys, 
gears) allow a 

smaller force to have 
a greater effect.  

 

Brilliant Scientists 

What does it mean to be 

inspired? 
 

- Conducting scientific 
research. 

- Learning about key 
discoveries and scientific 

inventions.   
- Learning about famous 

scientists.  

Growing Up and Growing 

Old 

Why do we age? 
 

- Describe the changes 

as humans develop to 
old age.  

 



Humanities 

 

 

History Ancient Egypt 

How did the Ancient 

Egyptians leave a legacy? 

 
-Studying the achievements 

of the earliest civilisations. 
 

Ancient Mayans 

How did the Mayans 

advance science 

and mathematics? 
 

-Studying a non-
European society. 

   Early Islamic Society: 

Baghdad 

How have Early Islamic 

civilisations continue to 

influence life today? 
 
 

Studying a non-European 
society. 
 

Geography   The Amazon Rainforest: Rivers and Brazil 

study 

How can we protect the ‘lungs of the 

Earth’?  
 

Identify (position and significance) of latitude, 
longitude, Equator, hemispheres, tropics, polar 
regions and time zones.  
 

Understand similarities and differences 
(human and physical geography) through 
study a region within South America. 
 

Describe and understand key aspects of 
physical geography: rivers and the water 
cycle, and human geography: cities, natural 
resources and land us.  
 

Use maps, atlases, globes and digital 
mapping to locate countries and features. 
 

The USA 

Who writes history? 

 
Understand similarities and 

differences (human and 
physical geography) 
through study a region 
within North America. 
 

Describe and understand 
key aspects of physical 
geography: rivers and the 
water cycle, and human 
geography: cities, natural 

resources and land us.  
 

Use maps, atlases, globes 

and digital mapping to 
locate countries and 
features. 

 

 

RE Religious Beliefs  

Why do some people 

believe God exists? 

Religious Practices: 

Worship 

If God is everywhere, 

why go to a place of 

worship? 

Religious Beliefs  

What difference does it make to believe in 

Ahimsa, Grace and Ummah? 

 

Religious Communities 

What does it mean to be a Muslim in Britain today? 

PSHE 

 

 

Being Me in My World Celebrating 

Difference 

Dreams and Goals Healthy Me 

 

Relationships Changing Me 

PE 

 

 

Real PE: Personal 
 

Football 

Swimming 
 

Gymnastics 

Real PE: Social 
 

Dance 

Real PE: Cognitive 
 

Tennis 

Real PE: Creative 
 

Swimming / Outdoor 
Activity and Adventure 

Real PE:  Physical  
 

Swimming / Outdoor 
Activity and Adventure 

 

Creative 
Arts 

 
 

Art and 

Design 

 Ancient Egyptian 

Portraits and Imagery  
Artist Focus: Van 

Gough 

 Islamic Art  

Design and 
Technology 

Design & Make: Ancient 

Egyptian Shaduf 

  Food: South 

American Food 

 Islamic Art: Textiles 

Printing 

Music Charanga Units of Learning Glockenspiels 1 Charanga Units of Learning 



 

 

Computing Computing Systems and 

Networks: Sharing 

Information 

Creating Media: 
Vector Drawing 

Creating Media: 
Video Editing 

Data and 

Information: Flat-File 

Databases 

Programming A: Selection 
(Computing) 

Programming B:  
Selection (Quizzes) 

Spanish 

 

Community 

Phrases 2 
Family 3 

Spanish Story 

Routines 2 

Activities 2 
Weather 

Spanish Poems 

Interests 

Information  
Spanish Story 

Description 2 
Song 

Travel 4 

Interests 2 
Intercultural 

Understanding: 
Climate Differences 

Groceries 

Requests 
Routines 3 
Intercultural Understanding: 
African Spanish-Speaking 
Countries 

School 3 

Project-Based Learning 

• Accurately recall and pronounce taught words, phrases and sentences. 

• Begin to attempt to read unseen language, focusing on accurate pronunciation, and translate via context.  

• Ask and answer questions in Spanish.  

• Read a range of texts.  

• Make a simple sentence independently (with prompts if needed).  

• Understand and use negatives 

• Compare & contrast geographical and cultural features of Spanish-speaking countries, comparing these with the UK when necessary.  

• Practise language in other contexts (outside the classroom).  

• Begin to use aural and visual clues to understand unknown words from their context. 

 

Trips, Visits, Experiences 

and Cultural Capital 

 

 
British Museum: Ancient 
Egyptians Mummification 
Workshop  
 
Trust School Lab 
 

 

Science Museum: 

Earth and Space 

Itinerary  
 

 
Thames Explorer 
Trust: River 
Fieldwork Day  

 

 

Soanes Centre 

Workshop: Fantastic 

Forces 
 

 
 

London Mosque 

 

 
 

V&A Museum 


